
Decision tree 
for food containers

Single-use food containers are 
used on hotel premises.

This eliminates  
unnecessary waste  

completely.

Remove all unnecessary single-use 
food containers and replace with better 

rated alternative.* 

No Yes

Can single-use food containers be removed /  
replaced with services or reusable alternatives in any of the following operational areas?

Can the single-use plastic food containers be replaced 
with single-use food containers made from other  

materials such as recycled plastic or bagasse?

Create procedures to ensure empty 
recyclable products and packag-

ing are cleaned and separated for 
recycling, bearing in mind packaging 
contaminated with food waste will 

not be suitable for recycling.  

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Replace single-use plastic  
food containers with better  

rated alternative.*

Do facilities exist to recycle single-use  
plastic food containers?

Continue to minimize waste by only providing  
single-use food containers when absolutely necessary.

W A S T E H O W  T O  D I S P O S E  O F

Single-use boxes made from potato starch £ Preferably compost on site or dispose of with organic waste.

Single-use boxes made from bagasse £ Preferably compost on site or dispose of with organic waste.

Single-use boxes made from bio-based plastic £ Separate for composting collection. If facilities do not exist, avoid 
these materials. If you must use them, dispose of with general 
waste. Do NOT home compost.

Single-use boxes made from recycled plastic  £ Separate for plastic recycling.

In guest rooms with
• Room service?
• Reusable plates/bowls?
• Tupperware with lid?
• Reusable Bento boxes?

In F&B outlets with
• Reusable plates/bowls?
• Tupperware with lid?
• Wrapped in reusable wax wraps?

For excursions with
• Tupperware with lid?
• Bento boxes?
• Wrapped in reusable wax wraps?

See our  
Sustainability  

Ratings Chart and 
Standard Operating 

Procedure Booklet to 
make a more  

informed  
decision.

*

Futouris


